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MEDIA EMBARGO UNTIL 5PM, WEDNESDAY 13 MARCH 

 

Young leader has sustainability for Western Sydney in her sights 

Frasers Property Australia’s Olivia Leal-Walker wins UDIA scholarship 

 

 UDIA NSW Roy Sheargold Scholarship 2019 winner announced 

 Olivia Leal-Walker aims to push for action on cooling white roof solution 

 

SYDNEY, 13 MARCH 2019 

Olivia Leal-Walker is one young voice with something big to say about improving the lives of people in 

Western Sydney. 

The Sustainability Advisor for Frasers Property Australia has just been named the 2019 recipient of the 

respected Urban Development Institute of Australia NSW Roy Sheargold Scholarship, an award that 

recognises exceptional individual professional or academic achievement. 

Ms Leal-Walker is a worthy winner. Since joining Frasers Property in 2014, she has worked on property 

industry leading projects, including Australia’s first NCOS certified carbon neutral buildings, NSW’s first Six 

Green Star Communities projects as well as Australia’s highest rated Green Star Performance Industrial 

portfolio.  

She is an outspoken young leader, completing the Centre for Sustainability Leadership’s Futuremaker’s 

Fellowship program and the Rotary Youth Leadership Award. Aged just 25, Ms Leal-Walker is already a 

mentor to young adults through the Rotary Youth Leadership program. 

Despite current and past success, Ms Leal-Walker has her eyes firmly set on a sustainable Australian future 

and is particularly focussed on Western Sydney. 

“I grew up in a beautiful farm in the Hawkesbury, and I’m really passionate about the land and the incredibly 

resilient people in Western Sydney,” Ms Leal-Walker says. 

“There is a lot of growth occurring in Western Sydney, and while there are some great examples, not all of it 

is considerate of the needs of the people who live there. 

“I see places that are not connected to the infrastructure, transport, work or recreational space to help people 

live productive lives. These developments are also often really hot, with no trees, big roads and black 

rooves, impacting on people’s quality of life. 

“It really bothers me because I care about the people who live there, and I’ve seen what good looks like.” 

Ms Leal-Walker wants to bring the simple idea of white roofing, which has economic, environmental and 

wellbeing benefits, to the whole Western Sydney region. 

“During heatwaves it can be significantly hotter in Western Sydney compared to the rest of the city. There 

are a number of different ways to reduce urban heat, but white roofs are a simple way to keep housing cool, 

and are a really visual statement about the quality of housing in the development. 

“There has been so much research already in this area, so my idea is to get all the key people in the room to 

get this idea off the ground on a large scale. 

“If we can get developers, building suppliers and councils together to understand the benefits, they in turn 

can ensure the information and product is available for consumers at the time of building.” 
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Alongside the scholarship, Ms Leal-Walker has also been invited to sit on the UDIA NSW Young Leaders 

Committee and the ICON Research Steering Committee.  

“I am most excited about having a seat at the table, being able to contribute my ideas and thoughts to the 

UDIA, in particular around sustainability,” she says. 

“Winning this award reaffirms that my voice is valid, and that I do have something important to give back to 

our industry. 

“My age is no barrier, and can actually be my biggest opportunity. I can help shape the world that I’ll still be 

living in a long time from now, so it’s very real to me. 

“I have a vision and I want to leave a legacy.” 

Ms Leal-Walker is grateful to the UDIA for the opportunity that the Roy Sheargold Scholarship, which 

includes a $7500 payment towards professional or academic development, will provide. 

“This really gives me a foot in the door and will help me build networks and relationships industry-wide.” 

ABOUT THE AWARD 

The Roy Sheargold Scholarship was founded in memory of one of the most respected figures in the property 

development sector, life member of UDIA National and UDIA NSW. Roy sat on the Council of the Urban 

Development Institute of Australia (NSW) for almost 50 years ago. He remained actively involved in the 

industry, UDIA and international industry bodies for more than 45 years. Roy believed that if you wanted to 

be a great developer you had to continually update your knowledge and travel the world to learn from 

international developers. 

The UDIA NSW Roy Sheargold Scholarship is awarded annually to an individual who demonstrates 

exceptional professional and/or academic achievement. The award is about helping individuals get to the 

next level. For this reason, the ideal applicant would use the scholarship to conduct research, further their 

education and/or professional networks. 

END 

 

About Frasers Property Australia 

Frasers Property Australia Pty Limited is one of Australia's leading diversified property groups and is the Australian 

division of Frasers Property Limited. The company has over 90 years’ heritage in Australia with current activities covering 

the development of residential land, housing and apartments, commercial, retail and industrial properties, investment 

property ownership and management, and property management.  

Being part of a global group opens up a world of opportunities for our customers. Frasers Property Australia appreciates 

its customers and rewards their loyalty through Prosperity, a national customer care and loyalty program providing 

residential customers with generous purchase and referral rewards, plus benefits at Frasers Hospitality’s serviced hotel 

residences and boutique lifestyle hotels around the world. 

Sustainability is at the heart of our operations. The company creates places where resources are re-used, recycled and 

restored. It fosters new ideas to support people and the planet, and undertakes tangible initiatives to help people lead 

happier, healthier lives. Driven by a highly experienced team of people committed to delivering memorable experiences 

for our customers, the core values of our global group are collaborative, respectful, progressive and real.  

For more information about Frasers Property Australia, visit frasersproperty.com.au.  

About Frasers Property Limited 

Frasers Property Limited ("Frasers Property" and together with its subsidiaries, the “Group”), is a multi-national company 

that owns, develops and manages a diverse, integrated portfolio of properties. Listed on the Main Board of the Singapore 

Exchange Securities Trading Limited ("SGX-ST") and headquartered in Singapore, the Group has total assets of 

approximately S$33 billion as at 31 December 2018.  

http://www.frasersproperty.com.au/
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Frasers Property's assets range from residential, retail, commercial and business parks, to logistics and industrial in 

Singapore, Australia, Europe, China and Southeast Asia. Its well-established hospitality business owns and/or operates 

serviced apartments and hotels in over 80 cities across Asia, Australia, Europe, the Middle East and Africa. The Group is 

unified by its commitment to deliver enriching and memorable experiences to customers and stakeholders, leveraging its 

knowledge and capabilities from across markets and property sectors, to deliver value in its multiple asset classes.  

Frasers Property is also the sponsor of three real estate investment trusts and one stapled trust listed on the SGX-ST. 

Frasers Centrepoint Trust, Frasers Commercial Trust, and Frasers Logistics & Industrial Trust are focused on retail, 

commercial, and logistics and industrial properties respectively. Frasers Hospitality Trust (comprising Frasers Hospitality 

Real Estate Investment Trust and Frasers Hospitality Business Trust) is a stapled trust focused on hospitality properties.  

For more information on Frasers Property, please visit frasersproperty.com. 

FOR MEDIA QUERIES, PLEASE CONTACT:  

Wise McBaron Communication 

Trudy Wise 
T +61 2 9279 4770 / +61 418 220 028 
E trudy_wise@wisemcbaron.com.au 
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